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second path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from the second path 

lengths 



J2L 



,^✓52. \ The stent of claim ^O^wh^an the first and second undulating 
eh* 4^zedbydififerenl amplitudes\ & 1 



id-like; elements are 



. stent comprising: 

a pforality of undulating band-lik^elements having alternating pea& and troughs, the 
plu ■ality of imdulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like Vlenient, a second 
unc ulating band^ke element and a third unduiafemg band-like element, the first, \econd and third 
: ulating band-lifie elements disposed sequentially along the length of the stent, tod 

a plurality of ^bstantially linear interwrmeomg elements extending between undulating 
baM-like elements whicKtoe adjacent one another, eadmterconnecting element having a first end 
and asecond end which is onset circumferentiaUy and longitudinally along the stent from the first 
end , tlife interconnecting elements shorter in length than the i^kdulatibag band-like elements which 
the 1 r connect, 

themlurality of interconnectin^elements including first interconnecting elements 
extending Wetween peaks on the first im^ulating band-like elemenrsand troughs on the second 
unci ulating baad-like element and second intetamnecting elements exten^g between peaks on tab 
^seamd undulating band-like element and bxm^hs on the third undulating bknd-like element, first ^ 
inti rconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path 
alo : ig the first undulariiig band-like element, second inte^mnecting elements which atk adjacent one 
anc her connected to\each other via a second path along thesroond undulating bandJIke dement, the 
seci md path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from the seo&pd path 
length. 



REMARKS 

This Amendment is submitted in response to the Final Office Action Jdated 
No ■ ember 29, 2001 . In the Final Office Action, claims 46-49 were allowed, claims 40-45, 51 
and 55 wore objected to and claims 39, 50, 52-54 and 56-58 were rejected. i 

i 

The paragraph headings below correspond to those of the Final Office Action. 
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35 USC 102 

Claims 39, SO, 52-54 and 56-58 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) inflight of DE 
29'. 08879 (Joined). \ 

Applicant has amended claims 39, 50 and 54 without prejudice or disclaimer, as 
dis' russed below, to recite that the interconnecting elements are substantially linear, j This feature 
is i ot disclosed in Joined. As such, claims 39 9 50 and 54 are patentable over the pribr art. 
Chi ims 52 and 53 dependent from claim 50 are similarly patentable oyer Jomed. Claims 56-58 
dej 1 endent from claim 54 are similarly patentable over Jomed. : 

Applicant reserves the right to prosecute broader claims at a later datfe. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER ; 

Claims 40-45, 51 and 55 are objected to as depending upon a rejected base claim 
bul have been found to contain allowable subject matter. ; 

Applicant has amended claim 39 to include therein the limitation thai the 
int. ["connecting elements are substantially linear. This claim is allowablefor the same reasons 
that dependent claim 42 was found to contain allowable subject matter. Claim 42 has been 
car :eled. 

Claim 40 has been rewritten in independent form including all of thejlimitations 
of i. [aim 39 from which it depended. 

Claims 43 and 44 have been amended to recite that the interconnecting elements a are 
sut jtantially linear and are believed to remain allowable. 

Claim 50 has been amended to recite that the interconnecting jelements are 
sub rtantially linear and is allowable for the same reason that claim 51 was allowable. jClaim 51 has 
bee > canceled, ; 

Claim 52 has been amended to depend from claim 50 rather than from cancelled 

4 

claj n 51 and i$ believed to remain allowable. j 

Claim 54 has been amended to recite that the interconnecting jelements are 
sub itantially linear and is allowable for the same reason that claim 55 was allowable. I Claim 55 has 
bee l canceled. j 
Claims 56-58 are believed to remain allowable. j 
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Applicant gratefully acknowledges the allowance of claims 4649. 

FORMALITIES j 

To the extent that a petition for extension of time is necessary and hasn't 
otb srwise been filed, Applicant hereby requests a three month extension of time in which to reply 
to 1 le Final Office Action. Furthermore, if payment for such a petition has not otherwise been 
pre rided for, Applicant authorizes the USPTO to withdraw the petition fee from deposit account 
nunber 22-0350. 

CONCLUSION 

Withdrawal of the pending rejection is respectfully requested. It is believed that 
the present application is in condition for allowance. Early action to that effect is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
VIDAS, AlflRETT & STgfijlKRAUS, P.A. 

Dais: May 22, 2002 



Sui e 2000 

6103 Blue Circle Drive 
Mi netonka, MN 55343-9185 
Phctie: (952)563-3000 
Fac limile: (952) 563-3001 




• Registration No. 41,795 
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Please cancel claims 42, 51 and 55 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please amend claims 39-40, 43, 44, 50, 52 and 54 as follows: j 

3 9. 1 Twice Amended) A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the 

stej t comprising: : 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and "troughs, each 
unci ulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of undulating band- 
Hk«' elements extending from the proximal end of the stent to the distal end of the stent, adjacent 
unci ulating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than the 
unci ulating band-like elements, 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating bancj-ljJke element, 
a sifcond undulating band-like element and a third undulating band-like element the second 
unci ulating band-like element disposed between the first and third undulating bandklike|elements 3 and 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 
bar I-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
anc a second end which is ofl&et drcumferentially and longitudinally along the steni from the first 
enc : 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and second 
intc: ^connecting elements, - 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
ela ient and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the first 
unc. dating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
into xoxmecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-like element and 
troi ghs on the third undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the second undulating 
ban Hike element exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, 

wherein the number of peaks of die first undulating band-like element separating 
tire imferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less than the number of peaks of the 
sec. >nd undulating band-like element separating drcumferentially adjacent second inierconnecting 
elei lents. ; 
40.r Twice Amended) [The stent of claim 39,] A stent wi th a nmyfmal end, a dastal end and a 

Ion i jtudinal axis, the stent comprising: 1 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements haying alternating peaks and troughs, each 
unc dating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of undulating band- 
like elements extending from the nrnYi-m al end of the stent to the distal end of the stent adjacent 
unc Jating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than thq 
unc Jatin g han d-lilce element^ { 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element 
asc yynd undulating band-like element a thir d undula ting band-like element, and [the plurality of 
unci dating band-like elements further comprising) a fourth band-like element [having alternating 
peal js and troughs], the second undulating band-like element disposed between the first and third 
ynd Jating band-like elements, the third undulating band-like element disposed between the second 
and fourth undulati ng band-like elements, and 

i 
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a plurality of intercxynn ectinp elements extending between undulating bandilikq qlftmmfg 
whi cfa are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and? a second end 
whi ch is offset circumferentiallv and longitudina lly along the stent from the first enfl. 

the plurality of interconnecting elements in chidinp; first interconnecting elements, second 
interconnecting dements, and [the plurality of interconnecting elements further comprising] third 
interconnecting elements^ | 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the fir st undulaiHn e hand-like 
ele lent and troughs on the second undulating band-like element the number of peaks on the first 
unci uilating band-like element exceeding the number of first inte^cnnnectitifl elements, the second 
infr: rconnecting elements exten di^ bet ween peaks on the second undulating band-like element and 
troi ghs on the third undulatin g band-like demen t, the num ber of peaks on the second undulating 
baril-like element exriftedinff th^ n umber of second interconnecting elements, the third 
intr rconnecting elements extending between peaks on the third undulating band-like element and 
troi . ghs on the fourth undulating band-like element, 

the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separating circumferentiallv 
adj ' cent first interconnecting elements being less than the number of peak s nf the se cond undulatin g 
bar i-like element separating circumferentiallv adjacent second j nterofYnnft cting elements 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
elei lent nearest to it by a single peak of the third undulating band-like element and a single trough of 
the hird undulating band-like element 

43 . ; Amended) The stent of claim 40 where the interconnecting elements are substantially 
linear. 

44, 'Amended) The stent of claim 41 where the interconnecting elements are' substantially 
linear. f 

50.', Twice Amended) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 
unc jlating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating band-like elements 
wh ih are adjacent one another separated by a gap which is shorter in longitudinal length than each 
of .he adjacent undulating band-like elements, the plurality of undulating band-like elements 
inc! ading a first undulating band-like element and a second undulating band-like element, the first 
and second undulating band-like elements adjacent one another, and 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 
ban- Hike elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element havjng a first end 
and a second end which is offset drcrraaferentially and longitudinally along the stentftom the first 
end the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, the first 
inte xxmnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the second undulating band-like element, first interconnecting elements which are 
adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like 
eleti lent, the first path having a first length, and via a second path along the undulatingjsecond band- 
like element, the second path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from 
the second path length. t 
52.1 Amended) The stent of claim [51] 50 wherein the first and second undulating band-like 

elect tents are characterized by different amplitudes. 

54.( \mended) A stent comprising: ; 



j 
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Marked-up Claims. 



a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, the 
ptv -ality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, a second 
um ulating band-like element and a third undulating bandJike element, the first, second and third 
un< ulating band-like dements disposed sequentially along the length of the stent, afid 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 
bar d-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element haying a first end 
an* a second end which is oflfeet circumferentially and longitudinally along the steni from the first 
em y the interconnecting elements shorter in length than the undulating bandrlike elements which 
the r connect, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements 
exj mding between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and troughs <j>n the second 
um, ulating band-like element and second interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the 
sec: Dad undulating band-like element and troughs on the third undulating bandrlike, element, first 
inti Tconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other tia a first path 
ale ig the first undulating band-like element, second interconnecting elements which are adj acent one 
am ther connected to each other via a second path along the second undulating band-like element, the 
sec Dnd path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from the second path 
let gth. 
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